
The National Tribune
ESTABLISHED 1577

ririziMiii wixiilt
ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR

INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE

McLXROY aiOPPELL Proprietors

ENTERED AT V ASHINGTON FOSTOFFICE AS 6ECOND CIAS6 VATTEB

WASHINGTON D C AUGUST 2S 1902

Office 330 IcimsjltJUila Aicnlio X IV

Buvan clmps tenaciously to the honor
cf being the chief factor in Roosevelts
election as lie was in McKmlejs

As the price of meats goes up the po-

tato
¬

becomes of moie spelling inipoitance
in the hash

Evex so conservative a talUer as Jim
Hill sajs that he saw 35 bushiK of wheat
to the acre in Noith Dakota and lit bush-

els

¬

in Washington Theie must be some-

thing
¬

in this piospcrity talk

Tun Rev M Baxter of London is
creating a sensation by confident predic ¬

tions that Christ will come again in 1920
lost of the veteians will hare gone on

to meet Him by that time

The increase of fools seems to be in
prettj fair latio with that of the popu-

lation

¬

The green goods men of Newailc
N J aie reported to have made 500000
in the last four yeais

A Brookltjj woman committed suicide
because her husband wouldnt take her
fishing with him Queer woman to want
to go fire miles from the nearest baigain
counter and sit in her old clothes all day
on a damp rock without another womans
Iiat in sight to copy or criticize

In last weeks National Tribune the
name of Capt Joseph E Hait was given
as that of the Chairman of the Fifteenth
Corps It should have been Capt James
E Hart The matter is important ns
there is a Jos E Hart in the city and
the mails get mixed

Jackson County Mo is opening the
way to a most excellent leform by turn ¬

ing a large portion cf the revenues from
liquor licenses to the improvement of
roads Some 230 miles of fine roads cen-

tering
¬

in Kansas City and costing about
1250000 have been builL Two thirds

of the saloon licenses are devoted to this
work and to bridge construction under the
direction of the County Court It is ex ¬

pected that this will result in having in
every diiection some of the best roads in
the country

They can find almost anj thing they
want to out in Kansas and therefore it
is not surpiising that they have discov ¬

ered the bones of a man who lived some
30000 or 00000 years ago A few thou ¬

sand years more or less does not seem to
make any pirticular difference and the
Kansans are willing to let him belong to
any geologic period the advocates of
which will give him the most advertising
As Tie was buried 23 feet below the sur-

face
¬

of the earth his nelghbois must have
gotten awful tired of his discussion of the
financial question and his method for
iustin- - the trusts

Thebe has been so much fake busi ¬

ness alout liquid air and so man sharp-
ers

¬

have gotten money out of credulous
people with totally unfounded representa-
tions

¬

of what it could be made to do that
it cones as a lwon to the public that
a real demonstration of its capability lias
been made by competent persons A
thorouglrtcst at Cornell University results
in the conclusive statement that the ex ¬

penditure of one horse power continuously
for one hour will produce an energy that
if utilized in a peifect machine will
reproduce one horse power for one min-

ute
¬

That is one sixtieth of the power
expended can be again icalized if a per-

fect
¬

machine is used Of course it will
be dilucvlt if not impossible to get a

perfect machine This wide disparity
between expenditure and result secured
puts liquid air wholly out of the ques-

tion

¬

for any except a very limited number
of mechanical uses

There are few things better for health
than a good brisk walk and now a Can-

ada
¬

boy has demonstrated that it is a
complete cure for consumption if taken in
allopathic doses Aug 8 1001 a San
Francisco doctor told Alfred Y Allen that
his lungs were gone and his end very near
ne contemplated suicide and several other
things but finally took the strange reso-
lution

¬

to start to walk back to Toronto
his home He had 1G0 in his poclet
and weighed S3 pounds The first day he
could only walk one and a half miles but
he kept at it and before he got through
the Rocky Mountains he was able to do
35 miles a day He met kinl treatment
all along the road and btoppod at times
where he could find outdoor jobs to do
By the time ho had reached Toronto two
years later he had worn out 35 pairs of
boots and more old clothes than he could
remember but he weighed 135 pounds
and the physicians who examined him de ¬

clared that tney could find no trace of
consumption

The Boston Pilot traverses Archbishop
Irelands statement Let justice be done
America in no other country is there a
Government so fair minded so impartial
fco willing to treat all classes of citizens
with absolute justice as that with which
we arc blessed in Ameiica This is ab-

solutely
¬

true Yet the Pilot complains
that Catholic Cabinet officers of high

rank Governors Chief Justices military
and civil dignitaties of all kirds are un-

common
¬

and almost impossible The
Iilot is simply badly informed At least
one of the Justices of the Supreme Court
is n Roman Catholic and possibly two
though we have never canvassed the re-

ligions
¬

of the members of that august tri-
bunal

¬

There are several of the same
faith in the Senate and quite a number
in the House We have never seen a abate ¬

ment of the chin clios to which the mem ¬

bers of the Cabinet belong but there must
be several Roman Catholics among the
Assistant Secretaries and Bureau Chiefs
and also in the Diplomatic Corps The
Geueral commanding the Armies of the
United States from 18S3 to 1S8S was a
Roman Catholic and when he died he was
buried by a Cardinal with all the cere-
monies

¬

of the Church During the rebel-
lion

¬

the Army of the Cumberland the
second largest army in the United States

was commanded by a very ardent Ro-
man

¬

Catholic What more docs the Pilot
want

A KILLION PENSIONERS

The editor of the Wateibury Conn
Republican has written an rditorinl under
this caption of which he Is so inoidinntcly
proud that he has typewritten under it
Exchanges please copy We shall do

so It is as follows
Congicss has been running a nice with

death and Congress hns won The civil
wnrpeusioners air now djiug at a rapid
rate and jet the pension list is inci eas-
ing

¬

Thirtj --seven jeais after the close
of the wai theie weie nunc pensioneis
than ever befoie The number lacks only
G71 of being a lound million This was
an increase of 7927 since 1SD0 The ex
pelts saj that it is the high water m iik
and tint fiom now m the iiicieasmg
deatli late will deciease the pension lis
I his has been picdictcd each year for the
past 20 j ears but each time Congress
has i allied to the lescuc of the list and
added moie names than death could take
off

At the last session 1000 bills were
emitted giauting pensions in cases to
which our most liberal pension laws could
not be stiitched and gc ncinl laws weie
passed which will add 10000 new names
to the long loll The experts estimate
with confidence a constant deciease in the
nuinhpi of pensions from this time They
say that at least 10000 pensioners will
die dining the next jear The ini easing
death mil of the veterans is pathetic but
the death of a pensioner does not always
stop the pension We believe theie are
one or two Revolutionary war pensions
still paid or were within the last four or
five jeais although the joungest possible
soldier of that war if he were living now
would be something like 135 ycais old
The last of them died many jears ago
but the widows kept on signing the pen ¬

sion loll It was long a legular business
entci prise for unscrupulous young women
to hang aionnd soldiers homes and induce
aged and deciepit or feeble minded pen
sioneis to maiiv them so that they could
diaw widows pensions peihaps for the
next 50 years

The taxpnycis of this country are now
paving neai ly half a million dollais every
day in the ear exclusive of Sundays to
those who fought for the Union to tens
of thousands who did not light and never
smelled powder to thousands who deseit
ed and fled to places of safety and to
thousands of widows of all these classes
Nothing has happened to cause any rea-
sonable

¬

expectation of any decrease in
this burden In the exigencv of politics
and in the hunt for votes Congress can
be trusted to keep the ranks full

So theres the editorial which he is try-
ing

¬

to palm off as the product of his brain
and which he proudly wishes exchanges
please copy

Bless his unsophisticated nickel plated
Waterburj soulthe Copperhead exchanges
have been eopjing that very editoiial or
rather stealing it from one another for
the past 37 jears It is one of the stock
articles of that class of papers It has
been passed from one to another from the
Atlantic to the Pacific and back again no
telling how many times

Every time one of those editors has
seen a veteran get an office ho wanted

Or a veterans chickens have scratched
up his fresh made garden

Or aveteran has thrown up to him that
lie Vis tbb cowardly or selfish to go into
the army

Or a veterans son has thumped his son
he has hunted up that editorial and spite-

fully
¬

published it He may have changed
it a little He may have aggravated its
misstatements with some of his own in-

vention
¬

he may have made it still more
ungrammatieal but it is essentially the
same old baldeidash with the same old
sentences and wording the same old false
premises and perverted conclusions

Our Watcrbnry fiiend may rest as-

sured
¬

that certain of his exchanges will
copy The editorial is even now on the
hook in a number of country offices ready
to be fired off as their own the moment
the veterans of the neighborhood do some ¬

thing that they do not like

a TEE NAVAL MAMJVEES

The first move in the great game of
Kriegspiel which has absorbed the at-

tention
¬

of the Army and Navy and the
National Guard of the Eastern States for
several weeks has ended in the capture
of the enemjs fleet

The theory of the game is that the
Emperor of Kriegspiel had long viewed
with jealous disfavor the rising impor-
tance

¬

of the United States and had in-

dustriously
¬

prepared a navy to curb our
pietensiins when opportunity should
arise This came in connection with the
Danish Islands The Emperor thwarted
our negotiations to obtain them and ap¬

propriated them himself In response to
indignant public sentiment the President
of the United States made a demand on
the Emperor to immediately withdraw
from the islands and ceaso to cxeicise
or claim any sovereignty over them The
response of the Emperor was to dispatch
a powerful fleet to threaten the coast be-

tween
¬

Cape Elizabeth and Cape Cod and
effect a lodgement somewhere as a base
for further offensive operations

The hostile fleet called the White
Squadron consisted of the Prairie
Pantliei and Supply under Com-

mander
¬

PilUbury The conditions of the
game were that it should elude the Blue
Squadron the Kcarsarge Massachu ¬

setts and Alabama commanded by Ad-

miral
¬

Higginton gain one of six haibors
between Boston and Portland and le
main there six hours before being detected
and come up with by the defending Blue
Squndion riaclically it narrowed down
to 100 miles of coast which the White
squadion must approach and the Blue
defend

Theie were many anxious days and
particularly nights for the officers and
men of the Blue Squadron the heavy fogs
prevailing on the coast adding to their
solicitude Commander Pillsbury simply
sailed away out of sight and kept so for
thiee days and 1C houis while Iiis op ¬

ponents weie wealing themselves qut
looking for him Ho decided that he
would attempt to enter the harbor of Sa
lem Mass and reasoned correctly that
Admiral Higginson would hold his fleet
off Rockport Mass the central position
in his line He at first contemplated a
ruse to draw the Blue Squadron off to
the northward by a feint on Portland but
finally sailed south and west tovvaid Bar
negat N J where ho hoped for the con-

cealment
¬

of the prevailing fogs He final-

ly
¬

turned and made a dead rush for Sa-

lem
¬

but just at dawn last Sunday morn-
ing

¬

a sharp eyed apprentice boy on the
Kcarsarge caught sight of the Prairie
just off the ledge Normans Wo and
about 15 miles distant Tho battleships
imnfediately put on all steam and rushed
for the Whites demanding an uncondi-
tional

¬

sin lender which was yielded
There will natuially be a gieat deal of

highly professional discussion of the tecli
nicaV points developed but the lay reader
is somewhat surprised that the defending
fleet got no knowledge of tho approach
of the attacking squadron until it was
within a few miles of its objective

The next move will bo an attack on the
coast iu which the army will participate
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FOR SENATOR FROM MICHIGAN

The veterans of Michigan are united
and enthusiastic to send Gen R A Alger
to the Senate ns successor to the late Sen ¬

ator McMillan

ffi BMv

The comrades everywhere will keenly
Kvmpathizc with this desire of the Michi-
gan

¬

conn ides and earnestly hope for its
icalization There is no better type of the
volunteer soldier alive than Gen Alger
and be has the abilities to finely equip
him for a seat in the Senate His mili
taiy reeoftl is of the very best He helped
raise a cavalry company at the outbreak
of the war became Captain of n splendid
troop of cavalry and everywhere and all
the time showed tho highest coinage dash
and real so that in the course of years
of haul fighting and constant scivice he
rose to the rank of Colonel and brevet
Mnjor Gencral

He has made a splendid record in civil
life He has been among the foremost
in building up the great State of Michi-
gan

¬

and no man stands higher in the es ¬

teem of the people of the State He has
been Governor of the Slate and his ad
ministiation was very successful He
was Secietary of War under McKinley
until forced out by the senseless and base-
less

¬

clamors of the yellows to which Mc-

Kinley
¬

unwisely yielded
He is a man who ought to be in the

Senate for the Senates sake for the sake
of Michigan and for the sake of the whole
people

FREE QUARTERS

There has been so much confusion of
mind in regaid to the furnishing of free
quaiters at the coming National Encamp-
ment

¬

that it will be well to republish
Paragraph IV of General Olders No 4

fiom Headquarters Grand Army of the
Republic April 14 as follows

IV Congress having prohibited the
use of the school buildings of the District
of Columbia for any purpose except for
school purposes free quarters for a lim-
ited

¬

number only can be provided and
only to those who are members in good
standing of the Grand Army of the Re-
public

¬

and so certified by Post Command
eis to the Assistant Adjutants Genera of
the several Departments All applications
for free quaiters must be on file with said
Assistant Adjutants General and for
vv aided to National Headquarters on or
befoie Sept 1 1002

The local committee at Washington is
entirely relieved from the duty of furnish ¬

ing fiee quarters
Comrades are informed that the citl

7ens of Washington will provide them
and their friends with comfoi table lodg ¬

ings at from 50 cents to 1 per day for
each peison

This is plain and unmistakable Only

free quaiters can be furnished to com-

rades
¬

of the Grand Army of the Republic
in good standing and these must be se-

cured
¬

by applications of Posts to the As-

sistant
¬

Adjutants General of the Depart-
ments

¬

POST OFFICE AT CAMP ROOSEVELT

Postmaster Merritt of Washington has
decided to establish a branch postoffice
at Camp Roosevelt during the Nataional
Encampment for the accommodation of
veterans who will gather at the Reunions
to be held there

The oOlce will bo located near the en-

trance
¬

to the grounds from Pennsylvania
avenue where it will be handy to every-
body

¬

Letters will be delivered and re-

ceived
¬

stumps and stamped envelopes will
be sold and other facilities afforded tho
veterans

Veterans can have their mail addressed
to them at Camp Roosevelt Washing-
ton

¬

D C It will be better to add their
Corps designation so that it can be sent
directly to their Corps headquarters and
delivered to them there

WRITE TO YOUR CHAIRMAN

No veteran who thinks of coming to
the National Encampment should fail to
at once write to the Chaiimun here of the
Corps in which he served

A list of these was published In last
weeks paper

This will accomplish several good
things

It will benefit the writer by notifying
many unexpected friends that he is com-

ing
¬

and they will have a chance to meet
him

It will benefit him by bunging to him
chums and bunkics he may not have seen
since the war

It will help the Chairman and commit-
tee

¬

of his Corps in bringing everybody to-

gether
¬

Do not put off writing a day
It will be a very great thing to get to-

gether
¬

agaiti as many of the old Coips as
is possible in Camp Roosevelt

Gen W W Dudley ex Commissioner
of Pensions is Chairman of tho First
Corps for the Reunions at Camp Roose-
velt

¬

and Maj E P Halstead Yico
Chairman Both were gallunt soldiers in
that immortal organization which did
such magnificent fighting at the Second
Bull Run Antietam Gettysburg and else ¬

where Gen Dudley went out in the 10th
Ind of tho Iron Brigade succeeded to
the command of his regiment at Antietam
and lost n leg at Gettvsburg Maj Hal
stead belonged to the 1st Del and was
on Gen Doubledays staff The casualties
of the first day at Gettysburg made him
tho ranking staff officer when the Corps
fell back to Cemetery Ridge Gen Dud-
leys

¬

address is Pacific Building Wash-
ington

¬

D 0 and Maj Halsteads the
Pension Bureau If your regiment was
a sharer in any of these glories writo to
one of these comrades that you are com ¬

ing to the Encampment and to arrange
for a Reunion of your regiment

Every regiment in the United States
Army daring the rebellion should make
an effort to hold n Reunion at Camp
Roosevelt during the National Eiamp
ment It will be a great meeting and a
memory for the rest of the lives of all who
come together theu

r v -

Si Kleqq Shorty
and theBoysgfCol

On me March tmuttiexiAims
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Tho Exceeding BJfllcutt Crossing or the
Caawba Elver Harrow Escape cf Gen
Sherman 1

Really if Shad Graham had not seen
that the most important part of the woik
was done and the remainder could be
safely left to tho cneigetic supervision of
Si and Shorty he could not have been
presnaded to lie down and take sorely
needed rest

The patient untiring boys of tho pon-

toon
¬

and pioneer detachments were carry-
ing

¬

lails from the fences a mile or moie
avvav and lajing them close together on
top of the second coiduroy which had
sunk below tho level of the mud Si
Shorty aud the rest did not restrict them ¬

selves to giving oideis but went actively
to woik to help wherever they could
They went to meet and relieve bojs who
were staggering and icady to fall under
loads they had ambitiously made too
laige and if there was any particularly
hard and muddy task they assumed their
full share if not all of it Two or three
houis moie of this work sufficed to carry
the road on to fairly solid ground and
Si waked Shad to tell him that the work
was done

Good answered Shad rousing him-
self

¬

Tell Sergt Nnsmjth to bring the
pontoon across and march out the road
as far ns the advuuee pickets Let him
halt there and bivouac He must not go
into park but leinuin in line in the road
so as to be ready to move early tomonovv
morning Send word back to Col McGil
licnddy whos in command of tho bri ¬

gade that he can come on across I be ¬

lieve I an allow uijself to take a little
sleep now

The pontoon train passed on followed
by the biigade Col McGillicuddy in tem
poiary command

It was still raining when the morning
came Despite the fatigues of the day
before everjbody was up betimes in ear¬

nest picpaiation for what the day might
tiling It promised to be a momentous
one for the Catawba River must be
crossed possibly in the face of deter ¬

mined opposition by the enemy
The whole army was astir for behind

the biigade came the General command-
ing

¬

the division with his staff and he
was soon followed by Gen Jeff C Davis
commanding the coips and his staff

Shad Graham ate bis breakfast hastily
mounted and rode off through the mud
and rain to find his train and was soon
in a new kind of trouble

The place selected to cross the Cataw ¬

ba River bad been left unguarded by
Beauregard because be thought it was
impossible for any army to move there
and it would have been impossible for
anj army but Shermans indomitable
joung Americans

Theie the riven cuts through the back ¬

bone of high rugged bills in a deep nar-
row

¬

gorge The i road leading over the
steep ascents wasbut a trail over which
it would be thought few wagons had
passed in centuries for it must have been
difficult in the best of weather to haul
much more than an empty wagon up the
precipitous rises li

Siiad found his train halted at the foot
of a hill which rose in benches of rock
Ho was not surprised to find his usually
patient and j esoiiioeful Wagonmastcr
sweaiing that he didnt believe that any
dumbed mule that w uz ever foaled could
climb a ladder That want no mules
business no matter what Billy Sherman
said

Dont be discouraged Burlong said
Slrid cheerfully Well find some way
to get over the hill

Youll have to find mules with wings
if you do grumbled the Wagonmastcr

They say a man can accomplish any ¬

thing by faith and prajcr but Im
dumbed if I believe the Prophet Elijah
could woik this train over those ledges

Well begin with some work and may
try prajcr if that fails remarked Shad

Go back and present my compliments
to Col McGillicuddy and ask him to
kindly send me a couple hundred men to
make this road passable Tell Sergt
Nasmjth as you go by to get out all the
picks and shovels and distribute them to
the men as they pass

Soldiers do not even when it is done
under the pleasantest conditions regard
qunirjing stone giubbing out trees and
leveling banks to fill boles as an inviting
form of exercise When it comes to do¬

ing it with dull and insufficient tools in
the midst of a beating rain it is a griev-
ous

¬

tiial to the spirit It lacked the dash
and vim of wading breast deep through
mud and water to capture n battery or
run a line of pestering skirmishers Nev
citbeless they set to work earnestly and
effectively and the face of the hill
changed rapidly under their sturdy blows

Behind the whole army came flooding
like a great river suddenly dammed Im¬

pertinent self sufficient Aids who acted
as if all wisdom sat upon their brows and
the ordering of mighty hosts theirs gal ¬

loped up and haughtily presented the
Generals compliments and what in thun-
ders

¬

the matter They even essayed
to yell olders at the men until stopped
by Shad Grahams quiet reminder to them
that he was in command and would tol-
erate

¬

no iiiterfeience winding up with
If j ou do not like the way things are

being done repoit it to the Corps Com ¬

mander under whose orders I am
Glum fneed Generals and Colonels rode

up to see for themselves the Hill of Dif-
ficulty

¬

and do some swearing on their
own account at the villainous South Caro-
lina

¬

highways Regiments and brigades
arrived and vveresent off into bivouac on
the hillsides aud wheiever else they could
find ground into which they did not sink

Finally came Gen O O Howard the
Commander of the Left Wing with his
square jaws set and his bright kindly
cjes looking the impatience he restrained
himself from cxpiessmg

A quick compiehensive glance showed
him all the difficulties likewise that every ¬

thing was being done that could be and
all the men at work that could be em
plojed in the limited space He wisely
confined himself to speaking words of
cheer and encouragement to the toilers

A cheering beginning far down the road
announced the approach of the General--
in Chief himself Everjbody in the rear
craned up and remarked

Now Old Billjs on hand and you bet
thingsll begin ito move

Gen Sherman presently appeared rid ¬

ing stiaight forward letting those who
were in his way get out of it as best they
could He wore a waterproof and his
hntrim was turned down to shed the rain
The large powerful horse ho bestrode
spattered everyonei near with mud from
his swiftly moving hoofs Gen Shermans
blue eyes blared jwith angry impatience
and bis rugged face was eoirugated with
poi lentous frowns He acknowledged the
cheeis with li caieless fietfnl gesture
without turning his head to so muck ps
glance at tho cheerers ne could see
nothing but the stoppage ahead

The w hole business is dammed up and
Uncle Billy will be damning up hill and
down dale remarked Shorty looking
around to see if he was out of car shot of
Otteibein Kramer But he can swear
till he knocks the filling out of his teeth
nnd he cant get a wagon over that hill
until its been cut down some

Howard whats the matter Whats
the matter Whats stopping yon Why
are you all huddled up here like a parcel
of blasted turkeys in a barnyard on a
rainv day Why dont you get forward
somehow asked Gen Sherman with an
gry impatience

You can sec ror yourself General
remarked Gen Howard with a shrug of
his shoulders Our mules can go almost
anywhere but they cant climb the side
of a house

Well well get the pontoons forward
anyway urged the General Get the

3 -- - w

pontoons forward and a brigade to cover
them We havent a minnte to lose or
Beauregard will have the other hide lined
with infantry and artillery

I have a brigade up there hid in the
woods ready to cover the pontoons as
soon as they come forwnrd It has in-

structions
¬

not to show itself until they
do

Work the pontoons forward somehow
Work them forward somehow repeated
the Gencial petnlantly Get more men
Put a whole brigade at them We must
be across the river this afternoon if were
ever to get across

General I have been carefully study-
ing

¬

the ground ever since I came up re ¬

sponded Gen Howard quietly and I am
quite sine that everj- - man is there that
can be worked to ndvantage nnd every ¬

thing is being done that can be More
men up theie would only be in each oth-

ers
¬

way We have one of the very best

BOAT TARTXERS DISAPPEARED MTJDDY

pioneers in tho whole army in charge He
is doing great work as he always does
and it will help matters out not to inter-
file

¬

with him
But the pontoons must go forwaid

The pontoons must go forward at once
no matter what it costs Better kill a
few men now than a great many forcing
a crossing Get the pontoons forward
and then fix the road for the other wag-
ons

¬

At that moment Shad Graham ap ¬

proached the Commander of the division
and reported

General I think that we can now get
tho pontoons over the hill if you will send
a regiment to help us

That will I right gladly Thank
God for the news Col Smallwood wont
you take your regiment and help those
pontoons over

Wont I Weve been aching for hours
for the chance Attention battalion
Rally on the pontoon tiain and walk it up
the hill With a will now

There was no need of this admonition
The men were only too glad to do some-
thing

¬

that looked like helping an advance
They rushed at the train with a jell and
there was a half hours wild struggle with
refractory wheels the steep grade and
clinging mud when the crest was gained
and the men each a mass of moist clay
used what little breath they had left to
answer the cheers of their comrades be
low

The pontoons seem to be going up all
light General remaiked Gen Howard
with complacency I knew that my men
would get them up ns soon as it was pos-
sible

¬

for any men
High time High time nnswered Gen

Sherman crossly See where the sun is
And the rivcrfr to cross Come on
Come on

Ho spurred forward impatiently after
the train

Tho advance brigade heard the cheers
of success nnd nnswered them with its
own as it rushed out fiom its conceal-
ment

¬

nnd lined up along the bank to
open fire on any rebels that might be on
the other side to oppose the pontoon lay-
ing

¬

Only a few startled pickets happened
to bo there who at first took to their
heels at the apparition of such a host of
enemies but prcsentlj- - came stringing
back and opened a desultory popping
from behind the trees

If the court knows herself and she
thinks she do that rivers going to be a
blamed sight tougher job than the hill
remarked Shorty as he and Si rode down
to the bank nnd looked across If Shad
ever gets his pontoons stretched across
that old double gage tail race hell have
to bhoot em out of a gun and then an-
chor

¬

em to the underpinning of eternity
to hold em Why the waters running
worsen the Mississippi River through a
cievasse in the levee

I dont wonder that Beauregard didnt
expect us to cross here murmured Si

Ho mustve been here and taken a look
at the place

The gorge through which the Catawba
River lan was 250 yards wide at that
point and all the deluge of water which
had fallen on the mountains above was
tearing through the canyon in a boiling
turbid rush

Looks ns if the boatsd be battered to
pieces against the rocks on the bank the
minute they re lancupd commented Abe

Gens Sherman Howaid and Jeff C
Davis rode down to the bank gazed at
the turbulent flood and Shad

a moments hesitation select the
most hopeful place for lauching and set
his men to work cutting down the bank
to make an approach -

You think jouve got the best pontoon
man in the army Howaid remarked
Gen Sheiman tentatively

Yes General I think hes pretty near
the best answered Gen Howard

Theres no doubt that hes the best
added Gen Jeff Davis in his sour posi-
tive

¬

way Ive compared his work too
often to have the least uncertainty about
it

Nows the time for him to prove it
answered Sherman and he must waste
no time doing it If he ran put a bridge
across there and make it hold Ill con-
cede

¬

he is master of his business But
hes got to do it in a hurry Wo cant
wait

Well Ill be satisfied if he can do it
at nil said Gen Davis sourly It is
not a question of time but of being ever
able to do it until the flood runs oat

To men who had been successfully
crossing rivers five or six miles wide the
passage of a stream of only 250 yards
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width did not at first appear a very dif-
ficult

¬

matter But they soon realized that
a sea of water rolling off the roof of a
State and madly rnsbing to tho ocean
thnmgh a funnel like gulch was a very
different proposition from the same sea
spread out over miles of lowlands Tho
force of the current was such as to tear
bowlders from the batiks and roll them
along the bed

Shad came up to Si and Shorty ns they
were nianuvering around to got a shot at
the rebel skirmishers behind the trees
and said with an anxious voice

Dont pay any attention to those fel ¬

lows over there There are plenty look-
ing

¬

out for them I want jou to help me
I nei tl jou I see here the hardest job
I have ever been confronted with

I believe you have Shad answered
Si And were ready to help you to
the death

Connt us in till our toe nails drop off
added Shorty What can we do

I knew jou would be before I asked
The first thing to be done is to get a
man and a line to the other bank Thats
the biggest job of all I want you tvTo
to undertake it

Willingly answered Si But how
are we to get over Fly

Got 10 foot stilts for us to wade over
Or shall we iret down on our hands anil
knees and cinwl over on the bottom Givo
the order and were jour huckleberries
said Shorty

I can manage to Ianeh two boats and
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yet

watched
without

anchor them fast That is as far as I
can go with anj- - surety It is useless to
try to row or pole across that current
The thiid boat I want jou to get into
You will take in with you a light anchor
fastened to a line The boat will be held
bj-- a stiong lope which we shall pay out
from this side My judgment is that the
current will swing it over close to yonder
point You must watch your chances and
when you get as near as jou can throw
your anchor and catch on that white oak
stump If jou do jou can pull ashore
and we will be all light Your greatest
danger will be in upsetting the boat
Youll have to be very careful especially
after youve caught the stump If you
upset God help you

Fetch out your boat said Shorty
pulling off his overcoat Ive got a mole
on my neck I was never born to bo
drowned

Si and Shorty got into the boat amid
tho deep interest and attention of tho
officers and soldiers on the bank All eyes
were on them except those of the boys
who were keeping down the rebel pick-
ets

¬

and they redoubled their care that
tho rebels might not get a shot into the
boat Si nnd Shoity sat down directly on
the bottom so as to diminish the danger
of overturning

The boat was drawn out into the boil-
ing

¬

current ns the line was carefully paid
out under Shad Grahams eye and tossed
wildly in the whiilpool Shorty took the
anchor in his hand and watched intently
for his opportunity The current cairied
tho boat as Shad had predicted near the
opposite shore and Shorty flung the an-
chor

¬

with ns good aim as he could but
missed nnd a groan of disappointment
rose fiom the watchers on the banks

Hardly expected jond do it the first
time bojs called out Shad Graham

Well pull the bont back and give you
a fresh start

The second time Shortys nerves and
muscles were keenly alert he flung the
anchor with a true aim but he became so
excited in pulling in that the sudden
change in the boats direction overset it I

amm yells or horror from the watchers
as the boat and partners disappeared un-
der

¬

the muddv suiface But the next min-
ute

¬

a glad cheec nrose as Shortys hat
less red head bobbed up and he was seen
to be pulling himself ashoic by the tope
Si had also hold of the tope which luck-
ily

¬

and owing to Shads forethought was
fastened at its other end to the boat They
gained the bank aifd shook themselves
like Newfoundland dogs amid the renewed
cheers of their comrades

They lan to the stump upon which the
anchor had lodged to make it secuie but
as Shoitv appeared on the other side of it
four or five bullets struck it simultaneous-lj- -

fiom the rebel pickets who had gath
ered a little wajs oil watching for just
that moment

Say whats the matter with you sar
dines over there Shorty shouted hack
acioss the liver as he dodged back tak-
ing

¬

the piccautiou at the same time to
bring the rope around the stump so as
to make a secure hitch Whj- - aint you
tending to jourbusiness Squelch them

lebels over there thats shooting at us
Abe Harry Monty Alf and Sandy had

been anticipating something of this kind
and lan down the bank to a projecting
point opposite where the rebels had gath- -
eied Jhey at once pumped such a
stoim of bullets from their Spencers at
the rebels that it did not seem one could
be left alive

Theyie squelched Corporal report-
ed

¬

Abe as he stopped to refill his maga ¬

zine
The boat was pulled ashore and then

the heavier rope after it which Si and
Shorty woiked up with to the point which
Shad Graham had designated for the
other end of the bridge There it was
made secure by seveial turns aiouud a
solid pine

By the aid of this Shad vvoiked his
boats acioss anchoring each one as well
as lie could to the bottom of the sticam

It was fearfully liaid dnngeions toil
but everjbody worked with the spirit
which animated Shad Graham Finally
the last boat was gotten to the other side
the baulks and chesses laid and the an-
chors

¬

fastened as well as they could be
but the flimsy roadway swayed discourag
ingly in the rapid current

It did not check Col McGillicuddy
however It was all important that his
brigade should get across at once to pro-
tect

¬

the bridge head from the troops that
Beauregard must certainly be rushing up
by this time Col McGillicuddy therefore
led his horse at once acioss the swaying
structure and was followed by the Adju

tant the 200th Ind and the rest of th
brigade

Every moment tbe passage became mora
dangerous The men tramping down
through the cut in the bank covered tb
planks with mud which made them so
slippery that many men narrowly escaped
falling into the water and drowning The
incessant tramp tramp was helping loosen
the hold of the-- anchors ami the bridgo
was bending down stream in the center in
a most sinister way

Come on Dayton Gen Sherman
called impatiently to his Adjutant-Genera- l

as the last of the brigade passed
on to the shaking structure Lets go
over

I wouldnt try it just yet General
remonstrated Gen Howard It looks
pretty risky

Nonsense said Gen Sherman A
whole brigade has just gone over

Well its one thing to risk a private
soldiers life but quit another to risk
that of the General-in-Chie- f of the Army
protested Gen Howard

Nonsense I tell you repeated Gen
Sherman I despise an officer wholl send
men where be wont go himself Come on
Dayton I

Well let me go over first said Gen
Howardly quietly Im only a wing com-
mander

¬

and my loss will not be so se-
verely

¬

felt
Gen Howard started to lead his horso

across
Nothing of the kind answered Gen

Sherman imperatively You stay back
here and unravel this tangle the army
has gotten into and sec that they pass
over promptb and in order I must go
across and take a look at the country
ahead

General remonstrated Shad Graham
Im afraid those anchors are dragging

Wait a little nntil we see if we cant
strengthen the center

Strengthen it after I get across re ¬

plied the General leading his horse down
Im in a hurry to get over
The bridge had gotten so much worso

during the discussion that everybody
watched anxiouslv the Generals progress
The timlwrs creaked the line sagged tho
General slipped in the mud and seemed
on the point of falling into the river his
horse skated along the planks almost to
the waters edge and every other direful
accident seemed impending

The center gave a loud crack as ho
passed and then gave way with a break-
ing

¬

of beams A long gap broke out in
the middle of the bridge and tossed away
on the angry waters

A few minutes liter and the General
and his staff would have gone down with
tho fragments of the ruptnred pontoon

A thrill of terror in the watchers on the
banks was followed bv tumultuous shouts
of joy as they saw the General and his
staff scrambling up through the mud of
the steep bank on the other side

To be continued

THE LATE JUSTICE LONG

It will gratify many thousands of tho
veterans who served in the Department of
the South to learn that the gallant old
Colonel of the 85th N Y Col J S
Belknap is still alive and well despite
his burden of 80 years His handwriting
is as firm and distinct as in his prime
and his ideas as clear and decided as the
following letter will show

Editor National Tribune After read-
ing

¬

the account of the suffering of that
noble patiiot Chas D Long a Justice
of the Supreme Court of Michigan result-
ing

¬

from doing his full share in keeping
the starry emblem of Freedom floating
over an undivided country nnd the treat-
ment

¬

he afterwards received from tho
PenRion Commissioner nfter losing so
much of his patriotic blood and one arm
fighting for our country I send vou his
letter to me of July 22 1S94 to publish
to show that he was true to his comrades

His letter shows that he made the fight
for those who wore the blue to have the
pension laws executed as intended by a
generous Government and not the whims
of tho Pension Commissioner who would
not give the old soldier as good treatment
as the law docs common criminals for the
law gives tho criminal the benefit of the
doubt

The Commissioner of Pensions should
be a broad minded honorable man and
understand the intentions of Congress in
passing pension laws and execute them
accordingly That is all the old soldiers
will ask of the Commissioner and I think
we have just such a man in our present
Commissioner

J S BELKNAP
Late Colonel S5th N 1 Westons Mills

n y
The letter from Justice Long is as fol¬

lows
Supreme Court of Michigan

Lansing Jan 22 1S04
Col J S Belknap

Dear Sir and Comrade Your very
kind letter of the lGth inst at hand

In reply let me thank jou for your
woids I assure yon that such words coni
injr from my old comrades are sufficient
recompense for all the trouble I have been
put to

Believe me my dear comrade I should
not have commenced this proceeding on
my own account alone but with thou¬

sands being suspended it became neces
sary that someone in their interest mike
a test case of the power of the Commis-
sioner

¬

If in this case our old comrades
are benefited I am truly thankful

Thanking you again for your words of
kindness I am very truly vonrs

CHAS D LONG

PERSONAL

The comrades geneiallv aie hoping for
the restoration of Capt II T Johns who
was discharged fiom the Pension Bureau
by Evans for telling the truth in a news ¬

paper aitiele Capt Johns who was a
member of the 40th Mass a very good
soldier and a man of unusual ability is
now prevented fiom reinstatement on ac-
count

¬

of his age He is 74 years old In
spite of this age his record shows that
his work was up to the very best stand ¬

ard done in the office both for rapidity
and correctness Capt Johns made a
gieat many sacrifices for the comrades not
only in braviug the vviath of Commission-
er

¬

Evans but in publications at his ovyn
expense which showed the inwardness of
the pension administration hi a way that
could not be met We all hope that he
will be reinstated

Past Commander-in-Chie-f R B Beath
of Philadelphia Pa has gone with his
wife for a fishing tiip to tbe Muskoka
Lakes in Canada Mrs Ieath is regard ¬

ed as the better fisherman and if there
are any fish caught her bag will have tho
most of them

Almost simultaneously with the eleva-
tion

¬

of Col Oliver Wendell Holmes to
the Supreme Bench of the United States
comes the intelligence of a similar pro-
motion

¬

to another comrade who is a most
enthusiastic Grand Army man Comrade
Henri C St Pierre has been promoted
to the Superior Court of the
Province of Quebec Comrade St
Pierre was a Corporal in the 70th
N Y and was as gallant a littlo
soldier as theie was in the ranks of that
splendid icgiment He was taken prison-
er

¬

at Mine Run and was a comrade of
John McEIroj-- at Andeisonville Florence
and elsewheie He went to Canada at
the close of the war entered the practice
of the law and achieved a distinction that
placed him in the f i out tanks of the Do ¬

minion law j eis In spite of his foieign
icsidcnce he has alwajs maintained a
warm inteiest in his old comrades He
belongs to the Gland Armj- - of the Re ¬

public nnd was instuimentnl in securing
the holding of the pleasant Annual En¬

campment of the Department of Vermont
in Toronto It is hoped that he will be
present at the National Encampment All
the comrades will rejoice at his deserved
elevation

Maj Samuel Klotz died at his Summer
home in Ilaekettstown N J Aug 23 He
enlisted in 1SG1 in the 1st N J and rose
to be a Captain He was a Major in tho
New Jersey National Guard and was Col-

lector
¬

of Internal Revenue under Cleve-
land

¬


